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jujubes. The mountains bordering the plains to the east,
called Feng-tiao shan, were in this part more elevated
and with barer and more serrated peaks than farther
north, reaching their greatest height a little to the north-
east of P?u Chou,1 where they may have an altitude of
about 3000 feet above the plain,,
On the morning of January 5th, I came to the Yellow
River, where, meeting the Hua shan range, it is deflected
from its southerly course, makes a sharp bend eastward,
and enters a mountainous country. The river was between
500 and 600 yards wide, a sluggish, muddy stream, then
covered with floating ice about a foot thick. On the Shan-
hsi side were only a few hovels in which lived the ferry-
men, and near-by, on the top of a loess cliff, the ruins
of an old fort; while on the right bank, which rose rap-
idly by a series of loess-covered hills to the dark, rocky
heights of the Hua shan range, was the town of T'ung-
kuan, one of the most important customs stations in the
empire.
The Yellow Eiver here is shallow, in the main channel
only is it over four or five feet deep ;2 and, from the prox-
imity of the houses on the Shan-hsi side to its bank, I con-
clude that it never rises much above the level at which I
infrequently the traveler meets with    the largest salt works in China. Rich-
apparatus by which persimmon whis-    thbfen has estimated that there is
key is distilled. . . . The product    produced annually about 150,000 tons
tastes not unlike a poor quality of    of salt from the marshes around it.
Scotch whiskey."                                     2Holeombe,op. oit, p. 65, says: "It
i Strategically speaking P'u Chou    was nowhere more than six feet deep,
is of some importance, for it com-    and on returning, three of the "boat-
mands the roads leading to the two    men sprang into the water in mid-
principal ferries across the Yellow    stream and waded ashore, carrying
TCiver: the one, west of the city, called    a line from the ferry-boat to prevent
Pu Ch'ing kuan (or Tai-ehin. kuan    us from rapidly drifting down with
ace. to Richthofen); the other, south    the current. The water was just
of the city 80 ?/, T'ung-kuan. One    up to their hips." He crossed it in
hundred and twenty li south-south-     October.
west of the city is Kiai Chou, with
2